ATEC 3325 Introduction to Computer-Mediated Communications
Course Information

Course Number/Section: 

ATEC 3325.001 and 3325.002
Course Name: 


Introduction to Computer-Mediated Communications

Term:   



FALL 2011
Days and Times:  

T/Th 10am-11:15am





T/Th 11:30am-12:45
Professor Contact Information

Instructor:   Dr. Janet Johnson

Office:        JO 3.550

Phone:        972-883-2076
Office Hours: TBD

Web Site:  www.virtualrhetoric.com/onlineclass

Twitter: janetnews

Twitter hashtag: #ATEC3325

Email:       janet.johnson@utdallas.edu
Course Pre-requisites, Co-requisites, and/or Other Restrictions

Rhetoric 1302
Course Description
This introductory course will explore how we communicate and share knowledge via technology. This course will also introduce students to new media theoretical perspectives and new media scholarship. Moreover, students will learn to critically analyze new media and cyber culture. 

This class is an intensive reading and writing course. Your progress in this class depends on:

  1. Your demonstrated ability to respond and apply readings.

  2. To understand and apply new media scholarship and theoretical frameworks to new media   

      activities for analysis. 

  3. Submitting assignments and other requirements in a timely manner. 

You MUST proofread all your work for spelling, grammar, and mechanical errors. To earn an “A” on any given assignment, students must meet and exceed the expectations of the course objectives.

Student Learning Objectives/Outcomes


Upon successful completion of ATEC 3325, students should be able to: 

• Write effectively using appropriate organization, mechanics, and style;  
• Construct effective written arguments addressing CMC-related themes; 
• Gather, incorporate, and interpret source material in their writing;  
• Analyze CMC from different disciplinary perspectives (communication, cultural studies, history) 
   and communicate that analysis in class discussions and in writing; and 
• Analyze and evaluate in writing the arguments of CMC theorists. 
Required Textbooks and Materials
All of your readings will be posted on our class Moodle either as pdf’s or links. 

http://www.virtualrhetoric.com/onlineclass

Required Social Media: 
· Twitter account: You should set up a Twitter account the first week of class. Please send me a tweet @janetnews. Use the hashtag #ATEC3325. I will make a class list that everyone can subscribe too. 

· Blog Account: You need to create a Wordpress blog (Wordpress.com) and post your url to your blog on the class discussion board labeled Blog URLs. No, you may not combine my class with another class blog—you MUST use Wordpress.

Suggested Course Materials
MLA Style Guide 

Grammar and Style Guide

A working knowledge of technology is required. Please double check that all your work is posted to the right web sites. Make sure you know how to post and save your work to the appropriate web sites we use in class.  Also, a working knowledge of the online library site is mandatory. Research is an important part to this class. I expect you to familiarize yourself with our library’s databases as well as how to download and obtain scholarly articles.

Note: I reserve the right to modify this syllabus at any time during the course to suit the needs of the students and the course objectives. Any modifications shall be given to you in writing. 
Assignments & Class Calendar

The CLASS CALENDAR will be presented to you in class

	All semester
	Professional Communication Skills
	10%

	December 6
	Hypertext Research Paper  (2000 words, 8 pages) 
	20%

	November 17
	Group Video Essay
	20%

	TBD Starting September 8
	Tutorial Presentation
	10%

	October 13 (hypertext essay paper) 
	Twitter Experiment 50pts for essay (750 words, 3 pages). 50 pts participation for whole semester.
	10%

	November 22 is the last blog post
	Blog  (20 posts. Length 250 words each post)
	30%


Professional Communication Skills (100 points): The Professional Communication Skills grade is up to the professor’s discretion. You earn this grade through attendance (check attendance policy. 5 absences and you FAIL also WORK IS NOT AN EXCUSE) classroom professionalism, participation, and overall communication skills. I will also grade you on how well you follow instructions, did you turn in assignments as asked, etc. This grade is the easiest grade to receive. All I ask is that you show up, don’t fall asleep, be on time, follow the rules and respect your fellow classmates and me. 
Research Paper (200 points) :

Each student will develop a hyptertext essay for his or her blog. On Wordpress you will create a PAGE for your research paper. Pages are separate from your blog posts and will not show up in your everyday stream. 

You will critically examine some aspect of emerging media and/or cyberculture studies. Each paper will have solid ACADEMIC research from respectable BOOKS, ACADEMIC JOURNALS and credible web sites. The goal is to write to a broad audience who may be interested in your topic. You want to help examine your topic through solid academic research, but also guide your readers to credible links on the web that may help strengthen your academic argument.

Requirements for your paper are:

1. The essay should be a minimum of 2000 words (equivalent to 8 pgs.)

2. You must be consistent on how you cite your sources, especially your journal articles and book sources. 

3. Sources:  The goal of this research paper is for you to learn what real academic research looks like and how to convey that to an audience in your paper. When you examine the effects of video games, I expect you to find the leading books on the subject as well as journal articles that would explore each side of the psychological effects of video games. With that said, I also want you to explore credible web sites to link to in your paper. Remember you are writing to an audience that wants to know this information, so you have to break your topic down.  

· 8 Academic Sources (Leading books in your area of interest as well as academic journals)

· 5 credible sources (magazines on-line or off-line, newspapers, web sites, etc)

You will create a consistent format to cite your sources online. You should have a           bibliography at the end of your paper and hypertext links in your paper.  If you cite a broken link then you have ruined your credibility. You are truly not giving the author credit. So, remember to give credit. Protect your expertise on this subject by providing alternate ways to find the source.

Part of your grade will be based on how well you created an effective bibliography style for the online world.

Turnitin.com will check your work for plagiarism for sources not cited. Please review UTD’s policy on academic dishonesty. The link to is at the end of the syllabus.
4. You will post your paper to your blog. Then upload your essay to post to Turnitin.com. 
Blog Posts (300 points) 
You will create a blog for this class on WordPress (no other blog hosting site will be accepted and you may NOT combine this blog with another class blog.). Unless otherwise told, you will write 250 words (Should look like 5 paragraphs, at least 4 lines per paragraph). Your blog will be graded as follows. 

· Content (75): Topic fully discussed with examples and research. Your posts and opinons are interesting: show depth and understanding of the topic.

· Structure (75): Coherent posts and posts are well organized.

· Creativity (75): Did you create links, give examples, show pictures, video, etc. Did you make your posts interesting to read.

· Mechanics (75) Sentence structure, grammar, and diction excellent; correct use of punctuation and citation style; minimal to no spelling errors; absolutely no run-on sentences or comma splices. Conforms in ever way to format requirements.

Most of your blog posts are reading responses to the posted articles. A reading response is usually structured with the first paragraph summarizing the article, and then your response. Be sure to back up your arguments with quotes and references to the article.

If your URL changes it is YOUR responsibility to notify me. If you do not notify me by the deadline I will consider your blog late and you will NOT get credit for your work.

Tutorials (100 points):

Each student will prepare and lead a short tutorial on a new media tool or new media concept (choices listed below). For the new media tools, tutorials will discuss what they do, how they work (their basic operations), popular companies/products/sites, and varying examples (show sites, examples created, etc.). For new media concepts, tutorials will provide grounding of the concept (what it means, where it comes from, where its used, etc.) and relevant examples.

These interactive tutorials will be done at the beginning of class and should be 10 minutes in length. Remember: students might be using the information you provide in some way, so applicability is key.

Tools:

· Audio Production Tools

· Image Manipulation Tools

· Video Production Tools

· Podcasting Tools

· Social Networking Sites

· Professional Networking Sites

· Media Publishing Sites

· Aggregate News Feeders

· Social Bookmarking Sites

· Second Life

· Wikis

· Hypertext

· Augmented Reality

· Mashups
Concepts:

· Cyberculture vs. New Media

· Internet Memes

· Flash Mobs

· Viral Culture

· Crowdsourcing (collective intelligence)

· Cyberbullying

· Net Neutrality

· Cloud Computing

· Cyberpunk

· Alternative Reality Gaming

· MMORPGS

You will be graded on the quality of content and presentation style. If you are unable to do your tutorial on the assigned day-- then you will receive no credit.
Twitter Experiment and hypertext essay (50 for essay 50 for Twitter): 
Like it or not, you will tweet. Since this class is called Computer-Mediated Communications, you should be aware how Twitter works. You will create a Twitter account and follow me, @janetnews. You will email me your Twitter name with your full name and the section you are in. I will add you to a twitter list that you can then subscribe to.

You are required to follow at least one person in each category:  

· A celebrity

· A news organization like NPR, CNN, ABC News, NYTImes, etc.

· A politician or political party

· Someone in the industry you would like to work in

· Someone related to emerging media.

· A teacher/scholar (apart from me)

You will use this tool whether you like it or not for the WHOLE semester.  You will write a blog post about your experience for a midterm grade. If you use the tool for the whole semester, you will receive the other 50 points.

Group Video Essay (150 video essay 50 individual evaluations) :
You will create a video essay over a broad topic: The Power of Emerging Media. This is a broad topic. I want to give you enough room to be creative.

Think about:

· Who is your audience and how you want to create an impact.
· What type of images will you use?
· What type of audio you will use?
· What research supports your goals for your message?
Someone from the group should email the instructor (janet.johnson@utdallas.edu) for approval on the specific topic and with a brief explanation of what the video will be about. This is due no later than September 29, 2011. 
The video is due November 17, 2011. You will upload your video to YouTube as well as post your script on Google Docs and then add me as a member of your document. Yes, you must have a script. We will discuss all this in class. 

Grading: I will be assigning 150 points to the video essay itself. The YouTube link should be sent to me via email on November 17, 2011 by 11:59pm. 

The final 50 points will come from each group member. For example if you have 4 members, you will write a short 2-3 sentence analysis of each group member along with a point value out of 50. This will produce 3 scores for each person. I will then average these scores together for a final grade.
Research Paper Grading Rubric:

The Superior Paper (A/A-)
Thesis:  Easily identifiable, plausible, novel, sophisticated, insightful, crystal clear.  Connects well with paper title.
Structure:  Evident, understandable, appropriate for thesis. Excellent transitions from point to point.  Paragraphs support solid topic sentences.
Use of evidence:  Primary source information used to buttress every point with at least one example.  Examples support mini-thesis and fit within paragraph.  Excellent integration of quoted material into sentences. Demonstrates an in depth understanding of the ideas in the assigned reading and critically evaluates/responds to those ideas in an analytical, persuasive manner.
Analysis:  Author clearly relates evidence to "mini-thesis" (topic sentence); analysis is fresh and exciting, posing new ways to think of the material.  Work displays critical thinking and avoids simplistic description or summary of information.
Logic and argumentation:  All ideas in the paper flow logically; the argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound.  Author anticipates and successfully defuses counter-arguments; makes novel connections to outside material (from other parts of the class, or other classes), which illuminate thesis.  Creates appropriate college level, academic tone.
Mechanics:  Sentence structure, grammar, and diction excellent; correct use of punctuation and citation style; minimal to no spelling errors; absolutely no run-on sentences or comma splices. Conforms in every way to format requirements. 
The Good Paper (B+/B)
Thesis:  Promising, but may be slightly unclear, or lacking in insight or originality.  Paper title does not connect as well with thesis or is not as interesting.
Structure:  Generally clear and appropriate, though may wander occasionally.  May have a few unclear transitions, or a few paragraphs without strong topic sentences.
Use of evidence: Examples used to support most points.  Some evidence does not support point, or may appear where inappropriate.  Quotes well integrated into sentences. Demonstrates a solid understanding of the ideas in the assigned reading and critically evaluates/responds to those ideas in an analytical, persuasive manner.
Analysis:  Evidence often related to mini-thesis, though links perhaps not very clear.  Some description, but more critical thinking.
Logic and argumentation:  Argument of paper is clear, usually flows logically and makes sense.  Some evidence that counter-arguments acknowledged, though perhaps not addressed.  Occasional insightful connections to outside material made. Mostly creates appropriate college level, academic tone.
Mechanics:  Sentence structure, grammar, and diction strong despite occasional lapses; punctuation and citation style often used correctly.  Some (minor) spelling errors; may have one run-on sentence or comma splice. Conforms in every way to format requirements.
The Borderline Paper (B-/C+)
Thesis:  May be unclear (contain many vague terms), appear unoriginal, or offer relatively little that is new; provides little around which to structure the paper. Paper title and thesis do not connect well or title is unimaginative. 
Structure:  Generally unclear, often wanders or jumps around. Few or weak transitions, many paragraphs without topic sentences. 
Use of evidence:  Examples used to support some points.  Points often lack supporting evidence, or evidence used where inappropriate (often because there may be no clear point). Quotes may be poorly integrated into sentences. Demonstrates a general understanding of the ideas in the assigned reading and only occasionally critically evaluates/responds to those ideas in an analytical, persuasive manner. 
Analysis:  Quotes appear often without analysis relating them to mini-thesis (or there is a weak mini-thesis to support), or analysis offers nothing beyond the quote.  Even balance between critical thinking and description.
Logic and argumentation:  Logic may often fail, or argument may often be unclear.  May not address counter-arguments or make any outside connections. Occasionally creates appropriate college level, academic tone, but has some informal language or inappropriate slang.
Mechanics:  Problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction (usually not major).  Some errors in punctuation, citation style, and spelling.  May have some run-on sentences or comma splices. Conforms in almost every way to format requirements.
The "Needs Help" Paper (C/C-)
Thesis:  Difficult to identify at all, may be bland restatement of obvious point.
Structure:  Unclear, often because thesis is weak or non-existent. Transitions confusing and unclear.  Few topic sentences. 
Use of evidence:  Very few or very weak examples.  General failure to support statements, or evidence seems to support no statement.  Quotes not integrated into sentences; "plopped in" in improper manner. Demonstrates a little understanding of (or occasionally misreads) the ideas in the assigned reading and does not critically evaluates/responds to those ideas in an analytical, persuasive manner. 
Analysis:  Very little or very weak attempt to relate evidence to argument; may be no identifiable argument, or no evidence to relate it to.  More description than critical thinking.
Logic and argumentation:  Ideas do not flow at all, usually because there is no argument to support.  Simplistic view of topic; no effort to grasp possible alternative views.  Does not create appropriate college level, academic tone, and has informal language or inappropriate slang.
Mechanics:  Big problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction.  Frequent major errors in citation style, punctuation, and spelling.  May have many run-on sentences and comma splices. Does not conform to format requirements.
The "Really Needs Help" Paper (D+/D)
            Is like The "Needs Help" Paper but the problems are more serious or more frequent.
The Failing Paper
Shows obviously minimal lack of effort or comprehension of the assignment.  Very difficult to understand owing to major problems with mechanics, structure, and analysis.  Has no identifiable thesis, or utterly incompetent thesis.  Does not follow paper guidelines for length and format. Plagiarizes.  
Rubric from  Dr. Sophia McClennen (http://www.personal.psu.edu/users/s/a/sam50/rubric.htm)
Make Up Work and Late Work

In this class, you are scholars as well as professionals in training. Professionals who miss deadlines present poor work ethics and damage their reputations as well as lose contracts, increase costs, delay results, decrease profits, and lose their jobs. For these reasons, you may not submit late or incomplete work or makeup exams unless you are hospitalized and provide a valid physician excuse. Missed work results in a zero (0) on the assignment. Do not ask for exceptions.
Extra Credit

Extra credit is NOT an option. Do not ask if you can earn extra credit. Instead, strive for excellence in the assigned work.

References, Copyright, and Plagiarism
UTD has a no-tolerance policy for plagiarism. If you do not cite your sources you will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs for investigations. It is up to you to learn and study the MLA Study Guide and learn to cite sources correctly in any style. I will also use Turnitin.com. This site checks for plagiarism.

Attendance

If you attend class or meetings but conduct non-related work, you are considered absent. If you arrive more than 10 minutes late for class, you are considered absent. You may miss up to 2 classes without penalty; after two absences, you lose 10 points of your grade for each absence. Students with more than 5 absences fail the class. Treat this class as you would a job: Attend class and be punctual. (Note: If you have a job other than being a student, you may not use that job as an excuse to skip class.)

If you are on my roster the first day of class and do not show up, you are considered absent. Trips and work are not excuses for missing the first days of class. When you sign up for my class I expect you to be there the first day of class because I do not repeat information.  

UTD does excuse absences for religious holidays; however, the student is responsible for informing the instructor BEFORE the holiday and to submit missed work BEFORE the absence.

Classroom Citizenship

Each student receives a grade for participation. You should prepare for class, and during class, you should cooperate, listen and respect other’s opinions. Turn OFF your cell phones and other electronic equipment during class, and use your laptop only for class work or you will lose professionalism points and receive an absence. If your cell phone rings during class, I reserve the right to answer it.

Email

Please use your UTDallas.edu email account when corresponding with me. I will try to answer emails within 24 hours Monday-Thursday and within 48 hours on the weekends or holidays. Email is the fastest and easiest way to contact me.

UTD Policies and Procedures: http://provost.utdallas.edu/syllabus-policies/
ATEC 3325 

· Professor: Dr. Janet Johnson

· Office phone: 972-883-2076
· Office : JO 3.550
· Email: janet.johnson@utdallas.edu
· Web site: http://www.virtualrhetoric.com/onlineclass 
· I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK-don’t ask!
· Five absences and you fail. I take role at the very beginning of class. 
· Please note that emails to the professor should be properly written, including salutation, proper use of English, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, etc.  Emails without proper grammar or tone will not receive a response. 
· If you are in class, participate! During an activity, if I see you surfing the net, working on other schoolwork or chatting online, I may ask you to leave and record you as absent. Take advantage of workdays, which means no homework and my guidance.

· If you respect me, I will respect you

· Save the excuses, I’ve heard them ALL!   If you foresee a problem with an assignment, tell me before the due date. I will generally try to help you as best I can. If I don’t know about a problem, I can’t help you.

· DO NOT EMAIL ME TO ASK “DID I MISS ANYTHING IMPORTANT?” I will respond, “YES, Everything I do is important.” If you come to class you will stay informed. I do not have time to micro manage. 

· Turn off your cell phones or I will answer them.
· Do not run outside to answer your phone during activities. I will count you absent and may not let you back in class so I suggest not knocking on the door.

· I know this is a weird request, but please no feet on the tables. This class is a professional environment. Respect your classmates and keep your body parts to yourself.

· If you start talking to your classmates while I am talking, I will ask you to leave and record an absence. 
· The Professional Communication grade is up to me. You earn this through participation, attendance, respect, well-written emails, oral skills, handing in work as I asked and following the rules. Think of this grade as you would your job performance evaluation to earn a raise. This grade can help or break you. It should be the easiest grade you receive.  

· This class is a discussion class. I expect you to have something to say. I want to discuss the chapters in these books and hear your ideas about the world we live in today!  I will go around the room asking your opinion about the readings. I hope you read!

· No ideas or questions are stupid in my class—so throw it out there and we’ll discuss it!

· The last thing I want is to see any of my students fail. I will help in any way possible. With that said, it is your responsibility to do the assignments on time and double check to see if assignments posted or your Blog URL is posted correctly.  If I don’t see an assignment posted to Turnitin.com or to your blog, I count that as a 0 or lower the grade. So, always double-check your work—this is YOUR grade and YOUR responsibility. 
· Please do not curse during your presentations or in class during our discussions. I do not appreciate the “F” word in my classroom and will lower your professional communications skills grade. Also, refrain from cursing in your blogs and in your papers. If I see the F word or any other inappropriate or demeaning language in your blog or in a paper, expect to see the four letter word FAIL on your paper. 

· You are responsible for learning to operate the technology.

ATEC 3325.001 and 3325.002 Introduction to Computer-Mediated Communications 

FALL 2011 Syllabus Contract

I have read the Fall 2011 Syllabus for ATEC 3325 and understand what is required of me. 

I understand that I am expected to attend class and to submit quality, unique work by all deadlines to fulfill requirements for this class and that my grades will reflect my submitted work.

Signature: 

Print Name: 

Date: 

Mobile Telephone Number: 

UTD email Address: 

ATEC 3325 Fall 2011

Page 6

